BSRTSOLARL SAIOA

Bertsolari .Exhi bition

Sunday, March 8th, 2026
Basque Cultural Center

| ’,-' g / /
PASTOR. ECeiZA

Basque Cultural Center ¢ 599 Railroad Avenue ¢ South San Francisco, CA 94080



BERTSOLARI

N.A.B.O. & the Basque Club are proud to host its Bertsolari
Saioa at the San Francisco Basque Cultural Center. Today’s
event will showcase two bertsolaris from the Basque Country,
Julio Soto & Iker Zubeldia along with the active U.S. bertsolaris
in a full bertsolaritza performance with real-time English trans-
lation of the improvised verses.

Bertsolaritzari Arnasa Berritu Amerikan
Give New Breath to Bertsolaritza in America

The Bertsolaritzari Arnasa Berritu Amerikan Program is one of N.A.B.O.’s
newest initiatives which kicked off in 2022 sparked by that year’s Bertsolari
Special Tribute. The aim of this program is to organize a recurring intet-
national Bertsolari event (like the one today), organize more shorter local
Bertsolari events at picnics and festivals, and to teach Bertsolaritza through
a local Bertso Eskola (Bertsolari School).

The Bertso Eskola, which started in 2022, is open to all in North America,
with the only requirement is to have a strong fluency of Euskara in order
to be able to play with the language. If you would like to join the Bertso
Eskola or get more information please send an email to:
arnasberri@gmail.com.

The program director is Martin Goicoechea and the Bertso Eskola teach-
ers are Ibon Ajuriagojeaskoa Garmendia and Urtzi Urrutikoetxea. For
more information on this program, please visit www.NABASQUE.eus and
click on Activities then click on Bertsolari Program or Bertso Eskola.

To make a tax-deductible donation to support this program please use the
QR code below. For donations via checks, please make checks payable to
N.A.B.O. and mail to Marie Petracek, 11971 S. Allerton Circle, Parker, CO
80138.
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Julio Soto Ezkurdia

Julio Soto (Gorriti, 1987) is a bertsolari from Na-
varre. Trained at the bertso-eskola (bertsolari workshop) in
Pamplona, he was the Navarre champion in the inter-school
championships of 2003, 2004, and 2005. He holds degrees in
Agricultural Engineering and Basque Philology. He has been
champion of the Navarre Bertsolari Championship six times
(2010, 2011, 2015, 2017, 2019, and 2023). He has participated
in several editions of the Great Bertsolari Championship
(Bertsolari Txapelketa Nagusia).

Iker Zubeldia Katarain

Iker Zubeldia (Zegama, 1981) is a bertsolari from Gipuz-
koa. At the beginning of his career, he won the Osinalde award.
This humorous bertsolari has participated in the Gipuzkoa and
Basque championships, as well as in the Great Bertsolari Champi-
onship (Bertsolari Txapelketa Nagusia).

Martin Goicoechea

Martin Goicoechea lives in Rock Springs, Wyoming, but
was born in Gorriti, Nafarroa in 1948. He came to Wyoming in
1966 and worked for the Magagna Brothers, first as a sheepherder
for eight months and then as a manager for almost nine years. He
is the owner of Wyoming Trucks in Rock Springs, in business for
over twenty years.

Goicoechea is not a newcomer to bertsolaritza. He began
composing verses as a boy, and later even sang with well-known improvisors. In 1966,
he was scheduled to take part in Nafarroa’s txapelketa (championship) in Lakuntza,
but thirteen days earlier he decided to come to the United States. After a twenty-two-
year-long drought without singing poetry, Goicoechea yielded once again to his bert-
solari impulses, and since 1991 he has participated in most Euskal Kantari Eguna cele-
brations in Gardnerville as well as in other poetry gatherings. In the summer of 1993,
when Goicoechea was visiting the Basque Country, Euskadi Irratia (Basque Radio)
broadcast two of his bertso performances with Joxe Lizaso and Joxe Agirre of Gipuz-
koa.

Goicoechea has been active in the Rock Springs “Elkartasuna Southwest
Basque Club” serving as President and N.A.B.O. delegate for years, and had served as
N.A.B.O.’s Euskara Chairman for over twenty years. He has worked for the preserva-
tion of his native culture and for Basque unity. (Joxe Mallea-Olaetxe, Shooting from the
Lip, 2003)
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Ibon Ajuriagojeaskoa Garmendia

Ibon Ajuriagojeaskoa Garmendia was born in Gernika,
Bizkaia, in 1977. He is a bertsolari, and an English and German teach-
er. He comes from a family of bertsolaris and has reached twice the
finals in the Bizkaia Bertsolari Championship. He lived in Florida until
he was six years old, his father was a pelotari. When he was 21, he
continued his studies in Germany where he lived for four years. He
has always felt passionate about bertsos and music as a means of de-
veloping his creativity.

Todor Azurtza Sorrondegi

Todor Azurtza Sorrondegi was born in Caracas and
raised in Donostia, where his family is from. At 20, he left the
Basque Country to build an international career in finance,

- working primarily in London and Paris, with additional assign-
[, ments across Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and the United
‘ States.

=) From 2016 to 2025, he lived in Boise with his wife, Geneva,
where he taught Euskara and pilota and played an active role in North American
Basque Organizations (N.A.B.O.), helping lead its Bertsolaritza program and
Bertso Eskola. Since 2025, he has returned to Donostia, where he continues to
support and promote Basque language and culture while remaining involved
with the U.S.-based Bertsolaritza initiatives he helped develop.

Oier Pastor Alonso

Oier Pastor Alonso is a Neuroscientist who lives in
San Francisco since 2021 and works as a researcher at UCSF.
During his time in the U.S., he has enjoyed the opportunity
to be involved in different pilota events as a player in Califor-
nia and other states. He has been a fan of bertsolaritza all his
life, but started singing when he joined N.A.B.O.’s Arnas
Berri Bertso Eskola in 2022. He found in bertsolaritza a pas-
sion and source of joy that he is determined to continue de-
veloping,.
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Nerea Eceiza Arregui

Nerea is a first-generation Basque in the U.S. and a technol-
| ogy, strategy, and management professional. Born in Donostia, she
2 moved to Boston in 2015 and currently resides in New York City. In
l October 2022, she discovered Arnas Berri Bertso Eskola, the bertso
school in the U.S., and decided to join. Immediately, she became a
"bertsozale", an enthusiast of bertsolaritza. Through Arnas Berti's
weekly virtual "bertso eskola" sessions, and thanks to the generous teaching and lead-
ership of Todor Azurtza and Martin Goicoechea, Nerea has been learning the com-
munication, art, and method of bertsolaritza over these past 2 years and a half. She
has become deeply passionate about bertsolaritza - learning online about bertsolari-
tza's history and evolution, listening to bertsolariak and watching their captivating
performances online, and immersing herself in regular bertsolaritza practice. Living
in the Americas, bertsolaritza has become a bridge for Nerea to creatively reconnect
with her Basque identity, culture, music, and with her mother tongue, euskara.

& &

Xabier Paya Ruiz - Translator

Xabier Paya Ruiz was born in Getxo, Bizkaia, in 1982. He
is a bertsolari, translator and researcher. He won the Bizkaia Bert-
solari Championship in 2006. He has translated many literary works
into Basque including Desio Izeneko Tranbia (A Streetcar Named
Desire), Bizitza Amets (Life Is a Dream), Peter Pan eta Jaka Eskarla-
ta (Peter Pan in Scarlet) and Bob Dylan: 100 Kantu (Bob Dylan: 100
Songs). He performed bertsoak at Jaialdi in 2010, 2015 and 2025
(Boise, Idaho).
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Xabier Berrueta - Subject Giver

Xabier Berrueta was born in San Francisco into the diverse
and rich Broadway based Basque Community.
Xabier was raised in San Mateo County and became an active partici-
pant of the Basque Community later to be reseeded and based out of
the Basque Cultural Center in South San Francisco.
An active participant of pilota and dancing (albeit never becoming an
expert in either), Xabier would rekindle his love for culture through
his first exposure and constant presence of Euskera in his Baztan
Valley (Nafarroa) influenced home and community. The Basque Ed-
ucational Organization, under the early years of leadership of Martin Minaberty, ex-
posed Xabier in his high school years to the nighttime Euskera classes offered by the
BEO under the instruction of Joseba Koldo Perez de Heredia. Joseba (from Vitoria-
Gasteiz, Araba) always emphasized to learn different ways to say and write in Euskera.
Batua (unified Basque) was the main focus but as Joseba would say “there is always an-
other way”. Always another way to say, in Euskera, and follow up with acceptance and
recognition in the use of the rich world heritage language. Not just a language to use on
special occasions...but to use and grow on ...egunero..every day.

Xabier’s love for euskera would lead to world adventures in World Basque Congress
Participations in 2003 (via Gaztemundu) and 2007, Representing the United States
Olympic Committee at the Panamerican Games of 2011 Guadalajara as a delegate for
Basque Pelota, the Smithsonian Folklife Festival of 2016 in Washington, DC as well as
the Director of Basque Pelota at the 2019 Panamerican Games of Lima, Peru. In these
and many more experiences Xabi would look to always keep the language relevant.

Xabi is a proud member of the Basque Cultural Center having taken on many roles like
many others before and after as Director and President of the BCC.

Bertsolaritza has had a strong tradition in the Bay Area and Xabier is delighted to have
been exposed to this very rich way of exposing our language of Euskera.

To watch recent Bertsolari videos from
the U.S. with English translations, please
use this QR code. On Egin!
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BSRTSOLARI SAICA
XALBABOR GOGORATUZ

Remembering Xalbador

Saturday, October 24th, 2026
Basque Cultural Center

The San Francisco Basque Club and the North American Basque Organiza-
tions will hold a second Bertsolati Saioa to remember the renowned bert-
solari Xalbador, on the fiftieth anniversary of his passing and of the publica-
tion of his landmark book Odolaren Mintzoa (The Call of Blood). The
U.S. based Bertsolaris will be featured along with special guest Bertsolaris
from the Basque Country.

The Aire Ahizpak (Aire Sisters) Basque folk
singing group and granddaughters of Xalba-
dor will sing bertsos of their grandfather

and then will sing a special concert after the
dinner.

5:00pm Bertsolaritza | 7:30pm Dinner | 9:30pm Aire Ahizpak Concert

www.BasqueClub.com



North American Basque Club

Basque Organizations, Inc. San Francisco

Jean Flesher - President Joana Arrechea - President

Philippe Acheritogaray - 17ice President Yvonne Hauscarriague - 17ce President
Teresa Fernandez Cox - Secretary Valerie Arrechea - Secretary

Marie Petracek - Treasurer Philippe Acheritogaray - Treasurer
www.NABASQUE.eus www.BasqueClub.com

Special Thanks

Franxoa Bidaurreta - Advisor
Valerie Arrechea - Real Time Translations
Mike Bidart for his assistance and support
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